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INFECTION PRECAUTIONS FOR PATIENTS WITH 

JOINT REPLACEMENTS

I. For teeth Cleaning, fillings and other minor nonsurgical dental procedures:

a. Amoxicillin 500mg tablet-take 4 pills one hour prior to procedure.

b. If allergic to Penicillin:  Clindamycin 300mg tablets-take 2 pills one hour prior to procedure.

II. For Gastrointestinal and genitourinary manipulations

(i.e. proctoscopy, colonscopy, cystocopy)

a. Amoxicillin 2GMs, po, IM or IV one-hour prior plus Gentamycin 1.5mg/kg. IV or IM one half hour prior to the procedure.

b. If allergic to Penicillin:  Clindamycin 600mg IV over 30 minutes beginning one hour prior to procedure.

III. For lower urinary tract surgery

a. Follow precautions in II above and continue Amoxicillin 2gms. IV every 6 hours plus Gentamycin (adjusting does for renal function) for two days.

b. If allergic to Penicillin:  Clindamycin 600mg IV over 30 minutes every 12 hours for two days.

IV. Cutaneous abscesses (i.e. boils)

a. Oral

· Cloxacillin 500mg (or Dicloxacillin 250mg) beginning one-hour prior to procedure and continuing until infection resolves.

· If allergic to Penicillin:  Clindamycin 600mg beginning one hour prior to the procedure until the infection resolves.

b. Parenteral

· Cefazolin (Ancef, Kefzol) 1 Gm. Every 8 hours beginning 30 minutes prior to the procedure and continue until infection resolves.

· If allergic to Penicillin:  Clindamycin 600mg over 30 minutes beginning one hour prior to the procedure.
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